Clonidine and scopolamine: differences and similarities in how they change human information processing.
1. Humans have been tested on a choice reaction time task designed to disclose interactions between stimulus complexity and drug effect. 2. Tests were carried out using oral scopolamine (1.2 mg) and clonidine (0.2 mg). 3. Reaction times and event related potentials were measured. 4. Both drugs slowed reaction time and the N1 component of the ERP. 5. SCOP slows RTs to easy-to-discriminate stimuli more than RTs to harder stimuli. Its effect on P3 is the same for both types of stimuli. 6. CLON tends to slow P3 latencies to easy stimuli more than P3 latencies to harder stimuli, while the RT slowing is almost identical for both types of stimuli.